18762

WAIVING SECTION 132 OF LEGISLA-
TIVE REORGANIZATION ACT OF
1946

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 266 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 266

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House a concurrent resolution waiving
the requirements in section 132 of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 that the
Congress adjourn sine die not later than July
31, 1999. The concurrent resolution shall be
considered as read for amendment and shall
not be subject to debate. The previous ques-
tion shall be considered as ordered on the
concurrent resolution to final adoption with-
out intervening motion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). The gentleman from California
(Mr. DREIER) is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to my very good
friend, the gentleman from Dallas, TX
(Mr. FROST), pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, all
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only.

Mr. Speaker, this rule simply makes
in order a concurrent resolution
waiving the requirement in section 132
of the Legislative Reorganization Act
of 1946 that Congress adjourn sine die
no later than July 31.

As my friend from Dallas knows, this
requirement that Congress adjourn by
the end of July is a relic of a bygone
era, although many of us wish we actu-
ally could adjourn by July 31. The last
time that the Congress did it was July
31, 1956.

In fact, a decade ago, my friend from
Boston, the distinguished ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on
Rules, tried desperately to repeal sec-
tion 132, going so far as to get legisla-
tion passed in the House, only to have
it not considered by our friends in the
other body. I hope we can actually res-
urrect that effort in a bipartisan way
and I hope that we can move ahead
with this rule in a very timely manner.

I urge its adoption.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from California for yielding
me the customary half-hour, and I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I support this rule and
the resolution allowing the House to
continue to work beyond the statutory
deadline of July 31.

We have a lot more work to do and
the American people want us to get it
done.

The American people want us to pass
a Patients’ Bill of Rights to ensure no
one is denied medical services regard-
less of the bottom line.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE

The American people want us to pass
campaign finance reform to take our
political system back from the power-
ful special interests and give it to the
American citizens.

The American people want us to pro-
tect Social Security and Medicare be-
fore they collapse beginning in the
year 2015.

The American people want us to fin-
ish the Juvenile Justice bill in order to
get the funding in place now to protect
our schools before classes start up in
the fall.

Although we only have another week
before Congress goes into recess, I hope
my Republican colleagues will consider
taking up these important issues be-
fore any others.

I urge my colleagues to support this
rule.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Following last November’s election,
many people predicted that our col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle,
especially here in the House, would
focus their energies on partisan at-
tacks rather than legislative accom-
plishments.

Rather than engage in partisan bat-
tles, we on this side have focused on a
straightforward plan of what we call
governing conservatism. It is designed
to address the critical national issues
such as saving Social Security and
Medicare, restoring our national de-
fense, improving public education for
our children and providing tax relief to
the hardworking Americans who have
created a $3 trillion surplus.

I am very proud to report that we
have in the past 6 months made real
progress on each of these important
fronts, often with very strong support
from our friends on the other side of
the aisle.

The House has passed, as we all
know, Social Security lockbox to make
sure that every dollar in payroll taxes
is set aside to save Social Security and
Medicare. The President recently came
on board with his announcement of
support of the concept that we have
been pushing for quite a while.

We passed the National Missile De-
fense Act, an emergency defense spend-
ing bill and legislation to address the
lax security at our Nation’s nuclear
labs, all three of them moving forward
on national security and military read-
iness priority agendas. I am happy to
say that the President has been largely
supportive of all three of those meas-
ures.

We have passed the Education Flexi-
bility Act to allow the States to be cre-
ative and use Federal education assist-
ance to craft effective local solutions
to education needs, and I am very
happy that the President signed that
into law.

Now we are moving forward to pro-
vide meaningful tax relief to American
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families, that question that was raised
by my friend from Dallas just a few
minutes ago.

Just like our Social Security
lockbox, ballistic missile defense and
education flexibility, we are going to
continue to do our doggonedest to
work with the President to make sure
that we can provide legislation that
proceeds with our legislative goals and
at the same time gains his signature.

Mr. Speaker, while this majority pre-
fers bipartisan accomplishments, we
are equally prepared to deal with par-
tisan attack and obstructionism if that
does in fact take place.

Unfortunately, the minority leader
recently made it completely clear that
stopping the Congress from getting
things done in order to win back the
five seats that people have talked
about in next year’s election is the
number one, top priority for our
friends. The thing that is troubling is
that the idea of writing off the next 15
months in the name of partisanship is
both disappointing and surprising. We
are going to stick with the people’s
business, getting things done for the
country.

In just the past few weeks, we are
proud of the historic bipartisan Y2K
litigation reform that I and a few of
my colleagues had introduced back on
February 23, have been working on for
over a year. We e-mailed that bill down
to 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue and the
President signed it into law.

As we all know, the House, with a
very bipartisan majority, passed the
Africa trade bill; and just this week,
something I have spent many years
working on, year after year, and I hope
someday we will be able to end the an-
nual battle on maintaining something
that the President wanted and we pro-
vided even more Republicans for it this
year, and, that is, maintaining normal
trade relations with the People’s Re-
public of China.
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We are also on track to meet the
pledge of the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. HASTERT), very close to it at least,
by getting 12 of 13 appropriation bills
done before we adjourn next Friday.
Most of those appropriation bills have
passed that we have gotten through so
far with again strong bipartisan ma-
jorities.

So, Mr. Speaker, let me just say that
this majority is moving the ball for-
ward on key priorities of the American
people. We are very proud of the things
that we have been able to do by gaining
bipartisan support for what have been
our legislative initiatives. Again,
whenever we possibly can, we are going
to continue to seek support from our
colleagues on the other side of the
aisle. But remember, if they do, in fact,
subscribe to what was outlined by the
minority leader in that Washington
Post article last week; and they want
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to obstruct our efforts here, we are
willing to fight hard to make sure that
we get the people’s work done, and
with that I will, as we continue with
what I hope will only be 1 week beyond
the stated goal, at least until we ad-
journ in August, I will urge support of
this rule.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time, and I move the previous
question on the resolution.

The previous question was ordered.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Resolution 266, I call up the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 168)
waiving the requirement of section 132
of the Legislative Reorganization Act
of 1946 that the Congress adjourn sine
die not later than July 31, 1999, and ask
for its immediate consideration in the
House.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 168 is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 168

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That, notwithstanding
the provisions of section 132(a) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
198(a)), the House of Representatives and the
Senate shall not adjourn for a period in ex-
cess of three days, or adjourn sine die, until
both Houses of Congress have adopted a con-
current resolution providing either for an ad-
journment (in excess of three days) to a day
certain or for adjournment sine die.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 266, the con-
current resolution is considered as
read, is not debatable, and the previous
question is ordered to final adoption
without intervening motion.

The question is on the concurrent
resolution.

The concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

MAKING IN ORDER ON AUGUST 3,
1999, OR ANY DAY THEREAFTER,
CONSIDERATION OF H.J. RES. 58,
REGARDING JACKSON-VANIK
WAIVER FOR VIETNAM

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that it be in order
at any time on August 3, 1999, or any
day thereafter, to consider in the
House the joint resolution (H.J. Res.
58) disapproving the extension of the
waiver authority contained in section
402(c) of the Trade Act of 1974 with re-
spect to Vietnam; that the joint resolu-
tion be considered as read for amend-
ment; that all points of order against
the joint resolution and against its
consideration be waived; that the joint
resolution be debatable for 1 hour,
equally divided and controlled by the
chairman of the Committee on Ways
and Means in opposition to the joint
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resolution and a Member in support of
the joint resolution; that pursuant to
sections 152 and 153 of the Trade Act of
1974, the previous question be consid-
ered as ordered on the joint resolution
to final passage without intervening
motion; and that the provisions of sec-
tion 152 and 153 of the Trade Act of 1974
shall not otherwise apply to any joint
resolution disapproving the extension
of the waiver authority contained in
section 402(c) of the Trade Act of 1974
with respect to Vietnam for the re-
mainder of the first session of the 106th
Congress.

It is the intention of this unanimous
consent request that the 1 hour of de-
bate be yielded fairly between members
of the majority and minority parties
on both sides of this issue.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

———

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY,
AUGUST 2, 1999

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 12:30 p.m. on Monday next for
morning hour debates.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

———

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

————

HONORING LANCE ARMSTRONG,
AMERICA’S PREMIER CYCLIST

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Government Reform be dis-
charged from further consideration of
the resolution (H. Res. 264) expressing
the sense of the House of Representa-
tives honoring Lance Armstrong,
America’s premier cyclist, and his win-
ning performance in the 1999 Tour de
France, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

Mr. DOGGETT. Reserving the right
to object, Mr. Speaker, under my res-
ervation, and I do not intend to object
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since this is a resolution that I have
authored, I do want, in working with
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. SES-
SIONS), to have a brief discussion of
this resolution.

Some 21 Members, Democrats and
Republicans, some of whom are here on
the floor this afternoon have joined in
this resolution in a bipartisan ac-
knowledgment of the great success of
Lance Armstrong in France this past
week. I particularly want to acknowl-
edge and will recognize momentarily
the gentlewoman from California (Mrs.
CAPPS) and an avid cyclist on her staff,
Blake Selzer, who had been particu-
larly interested in this subject.

Mr. Speaker, last Sunday, as Lance
Armstrong, my fellow Texan and fellow
Austinite, rode to the Arc de Triomphe
in Paris, I was overcome not just with
the importance of that moment, but
with the importance of all that Lance
has accomplished in getting to this
point. I was also struck with the mean-
ing that this victory would have for
thousands of people around the world.

After an early budding career this
young Austinite was stricken with life
threatening advanced testicular cancer
that actually metastasized and affected
his lungs and brains. While his own re-
cuperation was still incomplete, he
began to worry not only about his own
condition with this disease but with
the impact that this disease was hav-
ing on so many other people around the
world. The drive and determination
that the world got to see this past 23
days of the race in France was very
evident to Austinites long before he
ever rode up the streets of Paris,
France.

But to get to Paris, Lance had to
cover some 2300 miles circumnavi-
gating France on a bicycle in some 23
days. That is more than a hundred
miles a day in all types of terrain, even
in the French Alps and against 200 of
the best cyclists in the world. Unfortu-
nately, the French terrain never lets
one coast and the saying that it is all
downhill from here was something that
never seemed to apply.

As he rode into Paris wearing that
coveted Yellow Jersey, the cheers from
the good French people let the world
know that indeed there was a new
American in Paris.

This drive to be the best that you can
be and to make the things better for
others manifested itself in his own
physical healing long before this race
in the founding of the Lance Arm-
strong Foundation, a project of which
my office provided some assistance.
Lance undertook the foundation in De-
cember of 1996 just 3 months after his
diagnosis.

The foundation has as its mission,
and I see a colleague from Ohio who
has worked in this area as well, aware-
ness, education, and research on can-
cer. It sponsors the annual Ride for the
Roses where people come from all over
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